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R. Zeira in the name of R. Yohanan: “If a law comes to hand and you 
do not know its nature, do not reinterpret it [as applying] to another 
matter, for lo, many laws were stated to Moses at Sinai, and all of them 
have been imbedded in the Mishnah.” 


Said R. Abun, “And that is so. Lo, there is the law about two kinds of 
wheat. Now had Nahum not come and explained the matter to us, 
should we have known its meaning [cf. M. Pe. 2:4].” 


R. Zeira in the name of R. Eleazar: “‘Were I to write for him most of 
my laws, would they not be regarded as a strange thing?]’ (Hos. 8:12). 
Now is the greater part of the Torah written down? [Surely not. The 
oral part is much greater.] But more abundant are the matters that are 
derived by exegesis from the written Torah than those derived by 
exegesis from the oral Torah.” 


And is that so? 


But more cherished are those matters that rest upon the written Torah 
and those that rest upon the oral Torah. 


Said R. Judah bar Pazzi, ““Were I to write for him most of my laws’ — 
this refers to the admonitions.” 


“Even so, would they not be regarded as a strange thing?” 


Said R. Abun, “‘Were I to write for him most of my laws, would they 
not be regarded as a strange thing?’ What is the difference between 
them and [the sages of] the nations? These produce their books, and 
those produce theirs. These produce their documents, and those 
produce theirs.” [Thus, the oral Torah serves to distinguish between 
Israel and the nations. ] 


R. Haggai in the name of R. Samuel bar Nahman, “Some teachings 
were handed on orally, and some things were handed on in writing, 
and we do not know which of them is the more precious. But on the 
basis of that which is written, ‘And the Lord said to Moses, Write 
these words; in accordance with [lit., the mouth of] these words I have 
made a covenant with you and with Israel’ (Exod. 34:27), that is to say 
that the ones that are handed on orally are the more precious.” 


R. Yohanan and R. Yudan b. R. Simeon — One said, “If you have 
kept what is preserved orally and also kept what is in writing, I shall 
make a covenant with you, and if not, I shall not make a covenant with 
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you. 


